
MACARTHUR LONGITUDINAL TWIN STUDY

MOTHER CHILD TEACHING TASK

CODING SCHEME

Code each child independently

ATTENDS:
Record the start and end times for each episode of mother’s attention directed to the Twin. Record total seconds of each episode mother attends.

INIT:
Record who initiated the episode of attention.


1=mother
2=twin

DEP:
If child departs from task area (and mother must retrieve)


record with check mark. (Handwritten addendum:) If child stands up and mom reaches to restrain [record.]

HOLD:
Indicate with a check mark if mother holds the child to restrain, retrieve or orient the child to the task.

P:
Use the Hedonic Tone Affect scale to rate the highest level of Positive affect the mother demonstrates with the twin during the attention episode.

PRA:
Indicate with a number the number of times the mother praises the twin during the attention episode. Discrete instances of praise are separated by at least 3 seconds.

OR:
Indicate with a check mark if the mother orients the child to the task. For example, mother sits child in front of board and points to task, vocalizes about task or puts toy piece in child’s hand. If mother orients and helps in same episode, score both.

HELP:
Indicate with a check mark if the mother helps the child with the task. For example, mother guides child’s hand or mother steadies the board. (Handwritten query and response:) What if Mom holds the board while child is in her lap? Yes.

N:
Use the Hedonic Tone Affect scale to rate the highest level of Negative affect the mother demonstrates with the twin during the attention episode.

At end of coding all episodes, column totals are calculated.

